In an introductory chapter Lord Cohen of Birkenhead enunciates some valuable guiding principles which the diagnostician would do well to follow. Early diagnosis often means provisional diagnosis, but this is not to be despised, for usually the practitioner must take action without waiting for proof which would satisfy the scientist. "The live problem is to be preferred to the dead certainty."
This book, however, takes us much further than provisional diagnosis. It contains twenty-five chapters, each written by a recognised authority in his subject. The salient points in the patient's history, the special signs to be elicited, the laboratory and radiological investigations concerned in accurate differential diagnosis are presented in full array.
Nevertheless, it is more than a work of reference. It is a book to be read and digested. Being the distilled wisdom of the authors, it is not light reading, but the effort is well worth while.
w. G. F. Only the first two chapters are regarded by the editors as historical contributions, but many would consider the greater part of the material presented as having already passed into the history of empirical treatment in psychiatry, even at the time when the conference was held.
The protagonists of deep insulin therapy at the conference cling tenaciously to their faith in the efficacy of this method of treatment, tending to minimise controlled observation of its effects in favour of clinical impressions at the bedside. No serious attempt is made to refute the conclusions of those carefully designed investigations that showed clearly that the results of such treatment could at least be equalled when other pharmacological agents were used, provided the psychological setting in which they were given was the same. The conference included papers on the uses of modified insulin therapy in psychiatry and also reference was made to biochemical studies designed to explore the mode of action of the drug. This book is the story of a dying flame. It does not inspire the reader to believe that its contribution to tomorrow's light will be very great.
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